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To have your event, story  in the next issue.  

Please submit to:  Florence Trautman in  

person, via email or telephone  by the 15th 

of the current month. 

(780) 963-6870 

flotrau@telus.net 

may, 2020          

BRIDGES 
 

        Immanuel Lutheran church of Rosenthal 

 52401-Range Road 13, Parkland County 

                    T7Z 2EG                              

       (780) 963-4048 

        Email: Sermons        

    :Bulletin        

    :Newsletter 

Also on Facebook 

   NEWSLETTER 
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  Facebook! Check us out                         

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHUCH Rosenthal              

  for Church Services 

   Lorie Sprokkeeff: 

  (780 )232 3203                                           

     email: 

 lsprok@hotmail.com  

Council Projects:  

Please pray for us as we seek to do God’s will and 

for the call committee as we search for a new 

pastor. 

Call Committee members are John Neiman, 

Michelle Villadsen, Chris Murison, Cheryl Dawes, 

Trevor Barkhouse, Russ Graff. 

                    

 Musicians and singers are needed.                   

 If interested let the council know. 

  

 First Sunday of the month– Soup Sunday                           

 Except when it falls on a long weekends 

 Third Sunday of the month– Potluck Sunday 

 June 28th, 11:30am-Joint Church Picnic at 

Immanuel 

 October 31st 4-8pm —Halloween 

 Welcome Back to Church Party—When Covid-19 

social distancing is lifted. 

 

 

 Pillar Positions on Council: 
 
Treasure: Jane Graff 
Word: Worship &Education: Julie Villadsen  
Property Administration: Jason Villadsen  
Missions: Laurie Parkinson  
Prayer & Prayer groups: Jane Graff  
Healing, Counselling and Pastoral Care: Dan Strand  
Outreach and Evangelism: Ken Krause and Laurie        
 Parkinson  
Fellowship, Food committee, Youth  Ministry:       
 Graeme Dawes  
Call Committee: Laurie Parkinson 
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   Announcements : 

Our income for the General Fund in March was 
$11,720. 

Thank you to everyone who used the new e-mail for    
e-transfer donations: donations@ilcr.ca 

If you wish to be receipted at year end for donations 
over $20, please make sure we have your current 
contact information. 

If e-transfer is not something you are comfortable 
with, you can mail your cheque to  

PO Box 2965, Stony Plain, AB  T7Z 1Y4 or drop it off at 
5014 56th Ave, Stony Plain. 

Our expenses have not decreased with COVID-19 
rather we have the additional expense for the 
creation of the on-line production.  This month (April) 
I was able to transfer money to the organizations we 
agreed to donate to from our General Fund 
collection.  Each one received $365.51 from our 1st 
quarter. 

If anyone is interested in the next Our Daily Bread, 
they have arrived.  I will put some out in our covered 
outdoor entry area on the shelf and you can help 
yourself at 5014  56th Ave. 

Suggested content both by the Offertory portion of 
the service and at the end; and on social media; & in 
newsletter: 

To Donate  - by e-transfer:   donations@ilcr.ca 

 by cheque mail:  Box 2965  Stony Plain, AB  T7Z 1Y4 

or drop off at:     5014  56th Ave   Stony Plain, AB   

Submitted by: Jane Graff 

  Council Report for April 
 
Council has had two Virtual Meetings in April. 
 
Tony reported that himself and our Janitor have been 
busy doing a deep clean around the church building. 
They have been painting walls, cleaning the carpet and 
pews in the sanctuary as well as washing windows and 
walls.  Tony had the boiler checked out and it’s operation 
reviewed  as well as checking on some outside 
maintenance Company’s for pricing . 
 
Jane gave us her Treasury Report.  We are still receiving 
weekly donations from our congregational Family 
through checks or e-transfer and are pleased to say our 
giving is close to what it was before Covid 19.  Council 
approved paying Len & Bonnie’s expenses for there 
Mission work in Cuba as well as our churches Insurance. 
 
Council had a lot of Discussion on our Virtual  Church 
Services.  Both the Easter Services as well as our on going 
Services.  Discussion on format as well as how best to get 
it out to the Congregation.  We hope all our Church 
Family are able to watch the services either by Facebook 
or our Website-:  ilcr.ca: go to Bulletin (read more ) to 
find the service. Council Thanks Pastor Randell for the 
wonderful work he has done on our  Virtual Services. 
 
Under New Business: Council and the Food Committee 
would like to organize a Welcome Back to Church Party 
after the Covid-19 social distancing is lifted. 
 
Today, let us reach out to the Giver of all blessings. Let us 
turn to him for guidance and for strength.  Today, may 
we , who have been given so much, seek God and invite 
Him into every aspect of our lives.  And, let us remember 
that no matter our circumstance, God never leaves us ; 
He is here....always right here.   
 
You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me 
with all your heart. 
Jeremiah 29:13 
 
 
Laurie and Steve  
 
 

mailto:donations@ilcr.ca
mailto:donations@ilcr.ca
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 Many thanks to Randall for putting together the 

beautiful Virtual Services on line and on 

Facebook. Immanuel is so blessed to have gifted 

people in this congregation. Let us use the gifts 

we have been given. 

  Romans 12:5 “so we, though many, are one 

body in Christ, and individually members of one 

another. Having gifts that differ according to the 

grace given us, let us use them.  

God Bless everyone who have given of their gifts 

at this ‘stay home’ time.  

Let us not miss our blessings because of the way it 

is packaged . 

  APOLOGISTICS MINUTE MAY 2020 

Information…… 

Information always proceeds from intelligence, always. 

Nature can assemble patterns like crystals and snowflakes 

(ice crystals) but never communicable information. 

There is a huge radio telescope array set up for one single 

purpose, to try and capture a radio signal that would indicate 

extraterrestrial (men from space) life. This array, costing 

millions is searching for the simplest of radio signal 

variations, which, they say, would definitely indicate 

intelligent origin: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The software searches for five types of signals that 
distinguish them from noise:[11] 

• Spikes in power spectra 

• Gaussian rises and falls in transmission power, 
possibly representing the telescope beam's main 
lobe passing over a radio source 

• Triplets – three power spikes in a row 

• Pulsing signals that possibly represent 
a narrowband digital-style transmission 

• Autocorrelation detects signal waveforms. (repetitive 
waves like Morse code- my insertion) 

 

For fifty years people have been pursuing this path with no 

success, but still they persist, proof positive they hold to the 

principle that information only and always proceeds from 

intelligence. 

So, Life…. Life is based on information! Bill Gates tells us that 

DNA is coded information vastly more complex that any 

computer code created by man. We are told that the 

simplest DNA could only be transcribed into books equalling 

1000, 26 volume, Encyclopedia Britannica’s. 

 Lent is a period for preparing for Holy Weed 

and Easter. 

 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget all His 

benefits. 

  I am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever 

believes I me, even though he diets, yet shall 

he live. 

 When parking on the north side of the church, 

please remember to park on an angel. 

We would never assume that a heart on a tree trunk 

with John + Mary inside was caused by natural forces, or 

than an explosion in a print factory caused a fully edited 

book to emerge, but naturalists would have us believe 

that all of the information in DNA happened through 

fortuitous accidents over millions of years. It defies 

rational thought! 

Next Time… Probability 

Submitted by Randall McLeod 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electromagnetic_interference
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SETI@home#cite_note-11
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Power_spectrum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaussian_function
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_lobe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_lobe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulse_(signal_processing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Narrowband
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autocorrelation
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Neighbourlink Parkland is one of ten charities that 

Immanuel is financially supporting.  Will bring you 

information about all charities we are supporting in 

the coming months.            Next month –CLBI 

Neighbourlink Parkland is a Non-Profit Ministry giving 
practical help to those in crisis. We are not affiliated 
with any government body and run completely 
independently. Our Board is made up of dedicated 
Christian men and women who have a deep devotion to 
our organization.  
 
 
Neighbourlink assist those individuals who are unable 
to access the usual government assistance, they have 
exhausted other resources and are falling through the 
cracks in the system. We can react immediately and 
offer hope to the hurting. Each situation is accessed, 
and help is provided in several ways. Some of the most 
common are financial assistance, vouchers, medical, 
ride program, transportation, help closet, used furniture. 
We are open to any crisis that we might be able to assist 
with. 
 
We exist because there is a large gap in service in our 
community and we fill that gap. We are interested in the 
individuals personal, emotion and spiritual needs. Every 
individual is met with kindness and compassion. We are 
welcoming of all who may need help with no 
judgement or discrimination. 
 

Donations 
The best way you can help those in need. 
 
Hygiene Products 
Shampoo, soap, conditioner, razors, toothpaste. 
toothbrush, Kleenex, deodorant, hand sanitizer, wipes, 
feminine hygiene items. 
 
Socks & Underwear 
Men and Women Sm., Med, Lg, X-lg 
 
Back Packs 
Standard size in a variety of colours 
 
 
MISSION STATEMENT & VISION 
 
VISION: To improve the quality of life of our 
neighbours, by providing hope, compassion, and help to 
those who are hurting and in need. 
 

 
                                                                                                                             
MISSION: Neighbourlink Parkland is a collaboration 
of volunteers from Christian ministries in Parkland 
County, Stony Plain, and Spruce Grove, Alberta. We 
provide help to our neighbours in need not provided 
by governmental or not-for-profit agencies. We adapt 
as needs change, advising and consulting with 
neighbours who are in distress.

                                                                                                                             
 
Tracy Woodman-Raymond 
  Resource Coordinator 

  www.neighbourlinkparkland.ca 

   105 – 505 Queen Street, Spruce Grove                                              

   780-960-9669 

 

http://www.neighbourlinkparkland.ca
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 Neovis with his horse  

El Jobito by wagon  

Iris, our contact in Guantanamo City, was looking 
forward to taking us to the village of El Jobito. 

Horse and wagon is used a lot for transportation, 

even in the big cities. The trip to El Jobito was an 
hour and a half each way. The wooden bench in 

the wagon gets a little hard after a while. The big 
church in the city has decided to make El Jobito 

an official mission, which means they will now be 
getting some financial support. We spent most of 

our time in El Jobito visiting members of the little 

congregation. Neovis, the leader of the church, 
lives a long walk from his house to the village so 

has managed to buy a house in the village for the 
church. Churches in Cuba are not allowed to 

purchase property, so legally the mother of Neovis 
owns the “church”. Neovis’ mother prepared us a 

typical Cuban lunch: cucumbers, tomato, rice, 
yucca, fried plantain and chicken. Chicken is 

becoming harder to find in the cities, so more 

often the meat is pork.  

 

  

 

The 

government 
does allow us 

to share a 
testimony with 

the 
congregation.  

I would like to say why I do this—spending  3 

months each year wandering around a poor com-

munist country. My mom thinks I am crazy and can’t 

understand. Others think I am brave. Others think I 

am a good person who wants to help others.  

If you knew what I am deep inside, you would know 

that I am not a good person. I am not brave. So crazy 

is probably the best choice from the above 3.  

My time on earth is short (as it is for all of us). I do 

believe that there is a better life waiting for me 

beyond this earth. That better life has been promised 

to me by Jesus Christ. In fact he went to his death 

willingly, just so I could have this promised better 

life.  

Even though I have messed up my time on earth, I do 

want to serve Jesus and do what he wants. So visiting 

Cuba is one thing that I feel I can do to honour Jesus.  

I do want to honour Him. I am not trying to earn my 

way into heaven. That’s impossible. It is only because 

of what He has done for me that I make this tiny 

effort.  

This year I was thinking that I really would like to 

stay home for 3 months and drink beer. But how 

would that be honouring Him?  

And I thank God that he has blessed me with a wife 

that first: is willing to honour God, and second: is 

willing to follow me.  

Bible verses like this keep me motivated:  

When I don’t want to get off my butt...  

From Paul: I consider that our present sufferings are 

not worth comparing with the glory that will be 

revealed in us.  

When I start feeling proud of what I do…  

From David: There is no one righteous, not even 

one...There is no one who does good, not even one.  

When I get discouraged…  

From Jesus: And surely I will be with you al-ways, to 

the very end of the age.  

Len  

 



 7 

 

 

Where did the money go?  

For those of you who gave us money, I just want to 
reassure you that your money was left in Cuba. We 

paid for all our expenses out of our own pocket.  

Amounts are in Canadian dollars. Amounts are 

approximate when converted from Cuban CUC 
currency.  

$120 for gifts to small villages (Thanks Carol)  

$130 to the Bible Camp in Yacabo (We thought 

of you, Jamie, when we gave this money)  

$700 to the church in Esmeralda for roofs. 
(Jamie and people from our church)  

$130 to Pastor Guancho in Manzanillo who puts 

together care packages for prisoners, many of 
whom are there for political reasons and not for 

criminal offenses.  

$130 for a small church in Holguin  

$1500 for medicine that was distributed to every 
town and village we visited. We gave these to trust-

worthy people who we felt would freely give the 
medicine to those in need, and not sell it.  

$90 to a family in Bayamo who are living in crude 

conditions, and trying to expand their home. (they 
currently prepare meals in the hallway)  

$360 to the church in Guantanamo City to pay 

the salary for a local missionary for one year.  

Our personal expenses ended up higher than 

expected because we had to pay another airline to 
get us back to Canada. With air fares, health 

insurance, food, accommodations, in-country 
transportation for 10 weeks — approx. $6700.  

Gifts for villages  

When we go to small and remote villages, we like to 

bring some items that are useful and hard to get. All the 

stores are government owned, but some stores have 
items that you can purchase without a ration card. With 

the ration card, you can get enough food to last about 

10 days. For example you are allotted 5 eggs per 
month. In the small villages there are no shops where 

you can purchase additional items. After discussing this 

with several people, they suggested we bring cooking 
oil, detergent and hand soap. Thank you to my sister, 

Carol, for giving us money to purchase these 3 items 

that we deliver to villages. Len  

 

Rebuilding in Esmeralda  

 

Rebuilding continues in the town of Esmeralda. It has 

been 2 1/2 years since Hurricane Irma swept through 
this town in September 2017, The first photo (back 

view) is a house church service taking place in 2018 in 

a house that was totally destroyed. The second photo 
is 2020, showing the same location (except from the 

front) with a new house under construction. The house 

construction began in 2019. The Baptist church has 
been helping with money and labour to continue 

rebuilding damaged and destroyed houses. If a 

homeowner can accumulate a percentage of the cost 
for a new roof, the church will contribute the balance. 

When material is purchased, the men of the church 

organize a work bee to replace the roof. We spoke with 
one father who was thrilled to finally have a new roof, 

thanks to the church. Every time it rained, he had to 

pile up the furniture in a dry part of the house. Now the 
beds and furniture can remain in their proper places. 

Thanks to Immanuel church in Stony Plain and        

several private donors, we were able to give $1400 last 
year and another $700 this year to help the          

Esmer-alda church in their efforts to repair and rebuild 

houses in the community.  
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 THE KIDZ PAGE 

A Sunday School teacher asked her class, 

“what was Jesus’ mother’s name? A child 

answered, “Mary.”  The teacher then asked, 

“and what was her husband’s name?” Another 

child answered, “The Verge.”  Confused, the 

teacher asked, “where did you get that?”  The 

child replied: “ You know, they are always 

talking about “The Verge ‘n Mary.” 

Make memories 

with  salt dough or  

paint. The children 

will look back on 

this “stay home” 

time as enjoyable. 
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  Shortcut Shepherd’s Pie 

Ingredients: 

5 Potatoes, peeled and quartered                                    

1 pound ground beef                                                           

1 (4 ounce) can sliced mushrooms                                    

1 (15 ounce) can of mixed vegetables                              

1 package onion soup                                                          

1 (10 once) can cream of mushroom soup                       

1 (10 ounce) can cream of celery soup                          

Salt and pepper to taste.                                                    

3 tablespoons of butter 

Directions: 

1..     Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Coat a 9x13 dish 

 with cooking spray.  

2. Cook potatoes until tender. Drain, reserving 

some of cooking liquid.  Mash potatoes with a 

little cooking liquid. Set aside. 

3. In a large skillet, cook ground beef until brown 

over medium heat. Drain fat from pan. Stir in 

onion soup, mushrooms, mixed vegetables, 

mushroom soup, celery soup ,salt and pepper. 

Heat through. Pour into prepared baking dish, 

cover with mashed potatoes and dot with  

butter. 

4. Bake in preheated oven for 30 minutes, or until 

potatoes and vegetable mixture is hot and 

bubbly. 

 

Next meeting is May 25 at 7 pm in board room. 

Happy Mothers Day to all the Mom’s, and 

especially to those who helped us during our 

‘stay home ‘days 
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  A SPIRITUAL PURPOSE 

In an open letter Multi-billionaire Gates, 64 wrote:” I’m a 
strong believer that there is a spiritual purpose behind 
everything that happens, whether that is what we perceive 
as good or being bad.” 

 

 What is the Corona/ Covid-19 Really Teaching us 

1. It is reminding us that we are all equal, regardless of 
our culture, religion, occupation, financial situation or 
how famous we are.  This disease treats us all equally, 
perhaps we should be too. 

2. It is reminding us that we are all connected and 
something that affects one person has an effect on 
another. It is reminding that the false borders that we 
have put up have little values as the virus does not 
need a passport. It is reminding us, by oppressing us 
for a short time, of those in this world whose whole 
life is spent in oppression. 

3. It is reminding us of how precious our health is and 
how we have moved to neglect it through eating 
nutrient poor manufactured food and drinking water 
that is contaminated with chemicals upon chemicals. If 
we don’t look after our health, we will, of course, get 
sick. 

4. It is  reminding us of the shortness of life and of what 
is most important for us to do, which is to help each 
other, especially those who are old or sick. 

5. It is reminding us of how materialistic our society has 
become and how, when in times of difficulty, we 
remember that it’s the essentials that we need. (food, 
water, medicine) as opposed to the luxuries that we 
sometimes unnecessarily give value to. 

6. It is reminding us of how important our family and 
home life is and how much we have neglected this. It 
is forcing us back into our home and to strengthen our 
family unit. 

 OUR TRUE WORK 

7. It is reminding us that our true work is not our job, 
that  is what we do, not what we were created to do. 
Our true work is to look after each other, to protect 
each other and to be of benefit to one another. 

8. It is a reminding us to keep our egos in check.  It is 
reminding us that no matter how great we think we 
are or how great others think we are, a virus can bring 
our world to a standstill. 

 

 

9. It is reminding us that the power of freewill is in our 
 hands.  We can choose to cooperate and help each 
 other, to share, to give, to help and support each other.  
 We can choose to be selfish, to hoard, to look after 
 only our self. Indeed, it is difficulties that bring out our  
 true colors. 

10. It is reminding us that we can be patient, or we can 
panic.  We can either understand that this type of  
situation has happened many times before in history 
and will pass, or we can panic and see it as the end of 
the world and consequently, cause ourselves more 
harm than good. 

11. It is reminding us that it can either be an end or a new 
beginning.  This can be a time of reflection and 
understanding, where we learn from our mistakes, or it 
can be the start of a cycle which will continue until we 
finally learn the lesson we are meant to. 

12. It is reminding us that this Earth is sick.  It is a reminding 
us that we need to look at the rate of deforestation just 
as urgently as we look at the speed of which toilet rolls 
are disappearing off of shelves. We are sick because our 
home is sick. 

13. It is reminding us that after every difficulty, there is 
always ease.  Life is cyclical, and this is just a phase in 
this great cycle.  We do not need to panic; this too shall 
pass. 

14. Whereas many see the Corona/Covid-19 virus as a great 
disaster, I prefer to see it as a *great corrector.*  It is 
sent to remind us of the important lessons that we 
seem to have forgotten and it is up to us if we will learn 
them or not. 

 

 

  

 



 12 

 

                               IMMANUEL      

COUNSELLING     

SERVICE                      

      

Christian Counselling Services                                 

 (780) 690-2375 

 Reg. Professional Counsellors  Assoc. 

  Alanna Brochu 

  Natasha Frieser 

  Dawn Rebke   

      

 

 

    PRAYER MINISTRY 

                                        PERSONAL PRAYER MINISTRY

    Available every Sunday           

             at the end of Worship   

     Service,  In Prayer 

room    (SE corner of sanctuary, behind  Sound 

booth) A team of 2 people is available to  meet with 

you and pray with you.  

 Contact: Jane Graff: (780) 963 1553 

            

   

 

 

 To have someone included in the   

 prayers during Sunday Worship   

 Service: 

 Contact: Jane Graff: (780) 963 1553 

  Email: council@ilcr.ca 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER             

 IN PRAYER CHAPEL           

 10:00AM TUESDAY 

 MORNINGS 

CONTACT: GLORIA EVJEN (780) 963-6841 

 Join Tony in “God’s Chat Room” as  

 Tony does a Bible Study on line. 

https://www.gograph.com/clipart/cancelled-gg118425249.html

